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R_egional Exams Director Steve Adams opened the
conference and Sasha Hampson Regional Director from
Pearson also gave a welcome message
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Enong our 6 plenaries were Professor Guoxing Yu from
the University of Bristol and Professor Lynda Taylor from
CRELLA

Orientational metaphors

- drawing on spatial orientation in physical/cultural environments

upP DOWN
more less
better worse
high low
good poor

weak
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We had a hybrid event with the British Council in Taipei
as part of our Spotlights strand
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Hong Kong team held a socially distanced networking event
with key partners on the eve

ning of the first day
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We had over 100 speakers, 60+ presentations, 3
symposia, 3 workshops and 2 panel discussions
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Focus on Early Years:
Continuum from age
|3toagesd

Foundational literacy
and numeracy to be
achieved by Grade 3

WHY is clear.

'WHAT is in place? What more needs to be done?
| HOW is the process going te roll out?
| WHO is in place? Who needs to get ready?

WHEN or by when does what need to happen?

#NewDirections2020

|

Unpacking India’s new National Education Policy 2020 & implications

Wherever passible, medium of

instruction in heme language/mother
tongue/local language in primary

grades

... the nature of the
language policy arbiter Lk
is such that they tend to
make the process more
hierarchical and structured
by exerting their power.

Figure 3. Language Policy arbiters
(Johnson & Johnson, 2015, 238-239)

Hew Directions 2020 2030110739

Test 1: Singapore WPLN test

Conseguences/Impact
On both Stakeholders
and Test Development

Test takers

Parents
Teachers

Training
EDI support
Candidate Guide

Administrators
Broader Society
Test Developers
Policy makers

Familiarisation Sessions
Webinars
Test Demos
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Overview

Registration

Full pass 136
Voucher holder 312
Complimentary pass 574
Total 1022
Lobby users
Users Logged-in 593
Zoom session users
Pre-conference events 207
Plenary sessions 243
Breakouts/Strands 322
Total 521
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Attendee conversion

registratio
ns
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- China 187 Argentina
° ° Pakistan 95 Egypt
Registrations by country T ST
Burma 80 Switzerland
n=1022 M.alay5|a 65 Mexico
Vietnam 61 Cyprus
Singapore 51 Iran
Japan 49 Belgium
Inc!c_me_5|a 48 Germany
Philippines 44 Austria
Hong Kong 34 Oman
India 24 _ .
Australia 21 Sl Kl
Indonesia Philippines SalldifArabid 17 Hurgag
United States 15 Colombia
Thailand 11 Sweden
United Arab Ghana
Emirates 10
United Kingdom Saudi Arabia C?:illga 0 Iraq
3 Russia
United Taiwan 9 Bolivia
Arab New Zealand 8 Cuba
H K
-9 o Emirat... Korea, Republic Bahrain
of 6 Serbia
s Canada 5 Rwanda
Turkey 5 Slovakia
Greece 5 Lao People's
Spain 4 Democratic
Macau 4 Republic
Ireland 4 Afghanistan
Italy 3 Uruguay
Burma Singapore USA 3 MOVO(_?CO
South Africa 3 Albania
. . Kuwait 3 Russian Federation
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Registrations by profession

# (n=1022)
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R_egistration by age / Have you attended ND before?

# (n=1022)

‘\l

# (n=1022)

= 35-49 =20-34 =50-64 w=prefernottosay =65+ =under 20
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Sponsors

Pearson Tata Consultancy Services
University of East Anglia
Bristol University
Bishop Grosseteste University
Aptis
Lancaster University
British Council / IELTS

The Southeast Asian Ministers if Education Organisation, Regional Language Centre
(SEAMEO RELC )was our key partner for the conference
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Session Attendance
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Pre-conference events

Mode* Median* peak unique

Singlish 8 8 10 13
Compulsory Distancing workshop 8 12 16 24
Eye-tracking symposium 55 52 56 64

Recent research into and application of technology in
language assessment validity in a dynamically changing
assessment context Symposium 51 51 54 70

Assessment as a teaching tool 20 21 26 38

Disruption in Language Assessment and Education in 2020
Challenges and Responses 61 61 65 81

*Mode and Median are calculated by minute: e.g. 8 users was the number of users present in the Singlish
Workshop for the most number of minutes (mode)
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On-demand VieWing *All on-demand figures as of November 11th

Title View count
Symposium 1: Eye-Tracking in Language Assessment 126

Compulsory Distancing: Language Assessment in @ Remote Learning
Environment 109

Symposium 2: Recent Research into and Application of Technology
In Language Assessment 78

Assessment as a teaching tool to boost motivation — practical
approaches and action research [Workshop] 74
Variations in Singaporean English: Singlish and its role in Singapore's
society 36

Symposium 3: Disruption in language assessment and education in
2020: challenges and responses 18
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Plenaries and Panel Discussions

mode median peak unique

Day 1 60 70 121 155
mode median peak unique

Day 2 o/ 01 7 125
mode median peak unique

Both o/ 66 121 243
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*these 2 talks had to be re-uploaded on Nov 5, so view count is reduced

On-demand viewing

Plenary 1 - Technology, values, ethics and consequences: From innovation to
Impact in language assessment, Luke Harding

Plenary 2 - Validity: An integrated arguments approach, Professor Barry O’Sullivan
and Professor Micheline Chalhoub

Day 2 Opening & Professor Peter Gu - Validity in classroom-based formative
assessment

Panel Discussion 2 - The Power of Tests: Creating Opportunity and Fostering
Inclusion

Recording of the Conference opening and welcome speeches

Plenary 3 - Metaphors we test by: communicative concepts that connect
language assessment with contexts of use

Panel Discussion 1 - Evidence-driven influence: Affecting change in educational
policy

*Integrated language assessment in a digital age: Some fundamental
considerations in task design and validation - Professor Yu

*New Directions in language assessment: implications of India’s new educational
policy for foundational learning, Dr. Banerjee
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Breakouts

room theme _________________________________________ mode medianpeak lunique |

1 connecting assessment / rethinking assessment: innovation in a crisis

2The impact and consequences of technology

3A teaching perspective

English Ownership / Alternative approaches to assessment in

4learning systems

5Connecting contexts / Connecting assessment

6 Official partners
/Spotlights

www.britishcouncil.sg/new-directions
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F;edback

“..I really enjoyed the conference too! It was very well-
designed and well run. Lots of thought-provoking talks, and
good opportunities for interaction. You've set the bar high
for future online language assessment conferences.” -
plenary speaker Luke Harding

"The event was great and i know that the next one will be
much better. | trust you. Great job!!" — anonymous

www.britishcouncil.sg/new-directions #NewDirections2020
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How satisfied or dissatisfied were you with:

6. Please tick one box to indicate the extent to which you were satisfied or dissatisfied with the
following:

Mare Details

B very dissatisfied dissatisfied M satisfied B very satisfied

Pre-conference information
The registration process
The conference guides (PDFs, video etc)

The conference platform

The time of the sessiosn during the day i.e the
scheduling

The length of the sessions
The helpfulness and efficiency of the conference staff

Owerall organisation

Sample size = 47

Wivo

]
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13. Did the conference fulfill your expectations?

More Details
. Yes 45
. Mo 2

15. Do you feel you had enough opportunity to interact with other conference particpants and

speakers?
Mare Details
. ez 15
. Mo 29

Sample size = 47

www.britishcouncil.sg/new-directions #NewDirections2020
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Sample size = 47

20. Do you plan to come to another New Directions Conference?

Maore Details

. Yez 46
. No 0

21. Would you recommend the New Directions Conference to your colleagues?

|

Maore Details

. Yez 45
. MNo 1

22. As an experience how does New Directions Online compare to previous F2F New Directions
Conferences?

More Details

Less good 5

@ Lesso

@ Equally as good g
Better b

®

. Mot applicable 24

www.britishcouncil.sg/new-directions #NewDirections2020
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